For Immediate Release

POETRY SOCIETY OF TENNESSEE ANNOUNCES 64TH ANNUAL POETRY FESTIVAL CONTEST
[bookmark: _GoBack]June 23, 2020, Memphis, Tenn. – The Poetry Society of Tennessee (PST) is pleased to announce its 64th Annual Festival Contest. The contest is open both to members and non-members  and features 21 categorical contests for English-language poetry. More than $1,000 in prizes will be awarded, and winning poems may be published in the society’s poetry anthology, Tennessee Voices.
PST encourages fellowship among poets and the development of creative talent throughout the state. PST chapters and members sponsored and established criteria for each of the contests. The 21 contests range from free verse to more specific forms like haiku sequences and rhyming couplets in iambic pentameter. They also range from any topic to topics like “a favorite teacher” and “small-town life”. 
New for this year — a young adult contest for people aged 16-23 for poems addressing social issues facing youths in 2020.  PST President and Contest Coordinator Ms. Lori Goetz notes, “This contest subject was selected in February, prior to coronavirus, protests, and other events of this year.” She adds, “We look forward to receiving some very powerful poems from young adults in this category.”
All contest entries are due August 10, 2020.  Winners will be announced in October 2020. Contest rules and categorical contest details (subject, form, line limits), are available along with a downloadable brochure at https://www.poetrytennessee.org/annual-festival-and-contest.html.
For more information about the society visit poetrytennesee.org. Questions about the society or contest may be directed to Lori Goetz at poetrytennessee@gmail.com.
###

About Poetry Society of Tennessee
Poetry Society of Tennessee is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization founded by poets for poets in Memphis in 1953 and is a member of the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. It is an inclusive, supportive, "learn by doing" club with members who range from beginners to accomplished poets. Members also include non-writers who simply enjoy poetry. The society has three chapters: West Tennessee, based in Memphis; Northeast Tennessee, based in Johnson City; and Knoxville. A Middle Tennessee chapter is being developed in Hendersonville. Membership in the society is open to adults of all ages; student memberships are also available.  For more information, visit www.poetrytennessee.org.

Media Contacts:

PST:  Lori Goetz, poetrytennessee@gmail.com, 901-652-4385 

